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ON THE COVER: Enthusiast of the Year Walt Crump displaying 
the Jack Kiminska award as presented by Patti Door. Flanked by 

his proud wife Sabrina and surrounded by previous EotY winners.
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tion of the Southeastern Michigan Region, Porsche Club of America . 
Available only by subscription to SEM members as a portion of the  
annual	National	membership	dues,	or	to	other	PCA	members	at	$18.00	
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2018 SEM/PCA CALENDAR
Tentative SEMPCA 2018 Calendar of Events

January
4 Board Meeting 
13-28 #North American International Auto 
Show Cobo Hall

FEBruary
1 Board Meeting
2-4 #Autorama Cobo Hall
17 Ford Museum

march
1 Board Meeting
10 Roush Racing Museum
18 Motor City Auto Spa

april
5 Board Meeting
7 Munk’s Tech Session
15 DE-101 at Waterford
28 Autocore Open House

may
3 Board Meeting
11 DE #1 at Waterford
19 Street Survival School
TBD Selfridge Air Force Museum
20 Spring Tour

JunE
1-2-3 #Detroit Gran Prix Belle Isle
7 Board Meeting
10 Waterford Hills Racing Family Day
17 #Eyes on Design
TBD #Cars ‘R’ Stars Car Show
 Packard Proving Grounds
23 DE #2 at Waterford
28 July Board Meeting

July
8-14 Porsche Parade – Land of the Ozarks
21 Progressive Dinner
TBD #Gilmore Museum Deutsche Marque
27-29 #Concours d’Elegance at St. John’s

august
2 Board Meeting
18 #Woodward Dream Cruise
19 SEM Picnic and Concours
17-19 #Porsche Mackinaw Bridge Crossing
24 DE #3
TBD Wyandotte BBQ
TBD #Troy Traffic Jam Car Show

sEptEmBEr
6 Board Meeting
8 60th Anniversary Party at St. John’s
22 Drive your Porsche Day
28 DE #4

octoBEr
4 Board Meeting
20 Fall Color Tour

novEmBEr
1 Board Meeting & Calendar Planning
16 Membership Dinner

dEcEmBEr
6 Board Meeting
15 Holiday Party

# = Not an SEMPCA Event
All dates and events are subject to confirmation

Board mEEtings

Board meetings are typically held 
on the first Thursday of the month 
at various locations.

Please note: for anyone interested 
in attending future Board meetings, 
please contact any board member. 

O nce	again,	the	first	issue	of	the	New	Year…and	what	an	
issue it is, jam packed with recaps of recent events and 
multiple	events	early	in	2018.

We begin with Walter Crump, who was selected by the Past 
Presidents as our Enthusiast of the Year . Congratulations Walt and 
Sabrina! That story is on the next page .

Then,	on	page	11,	Associate	Editor	Mark	Vander	Eyk	recaps	
the annual Membership Dinner . It was held at a new location – the 
WaterMark	Bar	 and	Grill…formerly	 known	 as	 the	Beach	Grill	
and, before that, Brownies on the Lake . I recall the latter name 
from my boating days .

We’re delighted to have Paula Trendov back to author the re-
cap	 of	 the	 2017	 Holiday	 Party.	
Once again, this event raised a 
tidy sum for Jo Brighton Special 
Olympics Athletes . Her story be-
gins	on	page	14.

On	page	15,	regular	columnist	
Tom Fielitz provides his take on 
the vagaries of various cars from 
around the world . I absolutely 
loved his comment about Ital-
ian	 cars…“beautiful	 coachwork	
wrapped around unreliable en-
gineering .” Sounds a lot like my 
Fiat	124!

Long time member Gary  
Ambrus is arranging for us to 
visit the Henry Ford Museum for 
the	“Hoods	Are	Open”	exhibit.”	
The announcement appears on 
page	16.

On	page	19	we	have	reprinted	an	excellent	piece	from	Road & 
Track,	honoring	the	late	Peter	Schutz.	He	was	the	first	American	
CEO of Porsche Cars North America and his daughter, Lori is an 
SEM/ PCA member .

Our	 other	 regular	 columnist,	Andrew	 “the	 Shark”	 Olson,	 is	
back with an excellent story of how he progressed from beginner 
student to HPDE Instructor .

In	September	of	this	year,	SEM/PCA	will	celebrate	60	years	of	
being	one	of	the	first	regions	of	PCA.	A	major	gala	is	planned	and	
Event	Chair	needs	help.	Please	see	the	ad	on	page	26.

Fred Young has arranged for us to visit the Roush Racing Mu-
seum.	Jack	Roush	 is	an	 interesting	character…supplier	 to	Ford,	
NASCAR	owner	and	pilot	of	his	own	jet…among	other	things!	
There’s	an	announcement	on	page	31.

The	next	two	pages	–	32	and	33	cover	upcoming	events.	One	is	
an Open House at AutoCore Performance Group and another is a 
Tech Session at Munk’s Motors . Please, sign up early . These same 
pages	also	show	the	results	of	the	2017	Board	election	and	intro-
duce PCA Juniors—a new program exclusively for our youngest 
Porsche enthusiasts!

It’s a pleasure to have member Donna Sanderson recount her 
experience with My First Sports Car . Please share yours with our 
readers . 

As always, Zone IV rep Michael Soriano takes us Around the 
Zone,	on	page	36.

Well folks, this is my swan song . Property taxes and winter 
in Stalingrad have gotten the best 
of	me	 and	 I’m	heading	 south…
maybe Charlottesville, VA . Con-
sequently, I have resigned from 
the	 Board	 effective	 31	 Decem-
ber . The board has selected Steve 
Carbary	to	fill	my	slot	and	he	is	
an excellent choice—as well as 
an excellent HPDE Instructor! 

This is a two-edge sword . I 
have lived in southeast Michi-
gan for most of my adult like . I 
have friends, relationships and a 
host of people whom I will miss . 
Chief among these are the won-
derful people of SEM/PCA . I 
got involved as an editor of this 
fine	rag	shortly	after	I	joined	the	
club	in	2007.	It	has	been	a	labor	

of love, an excellent way to meet a lot of fellow enthusiasts and 
get involved in various aspects of the club . Gary Ambrus, Jeff 
Amos and Marc Molzon virtually dragged me into HPDE! I can 
honestly say I’ve liked almost everyone I’ve met . 

I am extremely grateful to my friends and partners in crime, 
Michael Cohen, Mark Vander Eyk and Roger DeLiso . You’re the 
best!

I am also most grateful to Past President Dave Burton for 
getting	me	involved	in	doing	the	50th	Anniversary	Program	and	
to the Board for the opportunity to serve as a Board Member 
and President . 

It’s been a great ride and I plan to get involved in the Porsche 
Club once I land somewhere . It really is, Not just the cars; it’s 
the people.

Thank you all, very much .

BY JOHN KEILLY

Oh No!
Not You Again!

Oh No!
Not You Again!

My daughter, Alexis, 9 years ago, in Glynette Wolk’s 
beautiful 356 Continental.
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I t’s been a fast-moving year as 
my	first	year	of	President	of	the	
Southeast Michigan Porsche 

Club! Thanks so much to everyone 
for all of your help in keeping the 
club growing and making all the 
fun events possible . As most of you 
know by now, I am a big fan of Road 
Racing,	 Formula	 1	 and	 Indy	 cars.	
So I wanted to share with everyone 
a bit about the upcoming Rolex 24 
hour race . 

This race—the biggest 24-hour 
race in the US—is coming up on Jan 
27	&	28,	2018	in	Daytona,	Florida.	
I have been to the race a few times 
and each one was a great time . If 
you haven’t experienced a 24-hour 
race, I would highly recommend go-
ing as there is something for every-
one.	The	first	time	I	went	down	to	the	race	with	a	bunch	of	
track	junkies.	It	was	a	great	time	from	the	flight	down	to	the	
house we rented for the long weekend to the go kart racing 
in Orlando . 

The Daytona facility is second to none and is sooo big—
it	really	must	be	experienced	first-hand	in-person.	As	far	as	
the race goes, the teams there are always very accessible 
and willing to talk to you when they’re not busy . You can 
walk right up to the cars in the paddock area to drool over 
them…and	 even	 get	 close	 enough	 to	 touch	 the	 cars.	 But	
look out if you are in there during the race or when the track 
is hot (i .e . BE ALERT!) as they drive the cars in and out of 
paddock area without much regard for spectators that are 
not paying attention . 

The driving gets really tricky when the sun is setting or 
rising as there are spots on the track in which it’s very hard 
to see anything in front of you . If you think they slow down 
because they can’t see, you’re in the wrong race . They all 
push at high speeds like it’s a sprint race for a full 24 hours . 
Another	must	do:	Get	to	the	track	at	3	or	4	AM	and	check	

out the cars running at unbelievable speeds in the dark with 
some crew members trying to get a nap in and others trying 
to get their car back on the track with fueling and tire chang-
es . And some teams are doing more extreme work – doing 
rebuilds after crashes or mechanical failures to get back out 
on	the	track.	Some	guys	tape	things	back	together	with	200	

mph tape to hold together the car and get back on the track . 
It’s incredible what can happen within 24 hours .

To follow the leaders in each class, they have LED posi-
tion numbers on the side of the car but it’s tough to keep up 
with the strategy of pit stops, refueling and driver changes to 
really	know	who	has	the	advantage	to	finish	in	first	place.	In	
both the races I attended, it came down to the last lap with 
multiple	cars	on	the	same	lap	after	24	hours.	In	2014,	it	was	
exciting to witness Porsche winning the GTLM class! BMW 
finished	 close	 behind.	 Porsche	was	 6th	 overall	 –	 ahead	 of	
over	20	Prototype	and	Prototype	Challenge	cars.	Pretty	good	
for a street-based car . 
One	additional	note,	Porsche	will	stop	racing	in	the	LMP1	

division	 in	 2018.	With	 3	LMP1	wins	 in	 a	 row	 at	 the	 ulti-
mate endurance race in the world, the LeMans 24 hour race 
in France – they are going to go out on top . With the number 
of manufacturers dropping out of this class, it’s expected the 
dwindling number of participants may result in the elimina-
tion of this class . So, Porsche will funnel their efforts else-
where . It looks like they will still run 2 teams in the GTLM 
class and support other Porsches in the GTD class . Hope you 
can head down to Florida for some fun in the sun and some 
great racing in Daytona or to one of the endurance races with 
these great cars!! 

As we continue through the winter, hopefully we all can 
get any needed upgrades or maintenance on our cars done 
and ready for the spring .

BY MARC MOLZON

Porsche. People.
Power. Passion…
Porsche. People.
Power. Passion…

SEM has a long established tra-
dition of recognizing the club’s 
Enthusiast of the Year at the 

annual Holiday Party . Each year the 
SEM past presidents confer and select 
a club member to receive this presti-
gious award based on who, in their 
opinion,	 has	 dedicated	 significant	
time, effort and enthusiasm in support 
of club activities . Of course the can-
didate must participate in events, vol-
unteer and make others feel welcome . 
But, they also have to go above and 
beyond the call of duty to distinguish 
themselves and make good things 
happen for the club . The honor is 
represented by an impressive mantel 
clock, known as the Jack Kaminska 
Award	in	recognition	of	its	first	recip-
ient’s enormous contributions to the 
club	in	1972.	Around	the	base	of	the	
clock are embossed plaques record-
ing each year’s award winner . After 
holding the Jack Kaminska Award 
for a year, the Enthusiast of the Year 
passes the clock on to the next year’s 
recipient . Each Enthusiast of the Year 
also receives a smaller mantel clock 
of their own as part of their award . 

After dinner, Patti Door presented 
the	2017	Enthusiast	of	the	Year	Award.	Patti	began	by	asking	
each of the previous award winners to come to the podium . 
Of course this group includes many of our current and past 
club	leadership.	SEM	benefits	from	having	this	core	group	
of dedicated enthusiasts who help our club organize a wide 
variety of events-touring, track, technical, concours and so-
cial . Finally it was time for Patti to announce this year’s Jack 
Kaminska Award winner-Drum roll, please-Walter Crump .
Walter	 joined	 the	 Porsche	 experience	 in	 2002	 with	 the	

purchase	of	a	1983	944.	In	2009	he	moved	up	to	a	1999	Box-
ster and joined SEM . Walter is very enthusiastic, friendly 
and personable, those qualities led to his election to the SEM 
Board	of	Directors	in	2015-2016.	Two	years	later	he	ran	for	
reelection and we are lucky to have him represent us again 
for	2017-2018.	For	 the	past	 three	years	Walter	has	chaired	
the Fall Color Tour, which is always one of the club’s best 

attended activities . Each time the route he planned has been 
interesting and enjoyable with the tour ending at a carefully 
selected restaurant for dinner . Walter enjoys participating in 
the club drive tours, picnic and social activities . He has an 
automotive engineering background with Ford and TRW, 
plus Booz Allen Hamilton consulting experience with the 
U .S . government . Walter is a U .S . Naval Academy graduate 
and	served	as	a	Marine	Corps	officer	before	joining	the	pri-
vate	sector	in	1983.	I	am	sure	he	developed	some	disciplin-
ary skills in the Marines that could come in handy at some of 
our	club	events,	such	as	“Cider	Mill	you	were	not	prepared	
with enough doughnuts-drop down and give me ten!”

We also want to recognize Walter’s wife, Sabrina, for all 
the support and assistance she provides for club activities, 
plus being a Ladies Drive regular . Please congratulate and 
thank	Walter	 for	being	named	2017	Enthusiast	of	 the	Year	
next time you see him!

2017 SEM Enthusiast of the Year 
Walter Crump

BY MARK VANDER EYK

2017 Enthusiast of the Year Walter Crump and his wife Sabrina
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Porsche of Ann Arbor

We invite you to visit our brand new  
Porsche showroom.

Let us help you find the new (or used)  
Porsche of your dreams.

Come visit our brand new Porsche building:

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State Street • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street, Exit #177, go North 

1/2 mile…Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales: 734-761-3200
www.porscheannarbor.com

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 W. Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, MI 48328
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Happy New Year!
Free flatbed towing

Call for details

Wheels while your car heals!
Free day of rental car

for SEM Members; call for details.

One special, discount, or freebie per order per visit. Call for details.
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Why is an EXCELLENT Porsche  
mechanic so expensive?

Why are you paying $125 or more an hour when you should be paying 
just $75.00? 

Tomas, proprietor of R&T Motors, LLC., asked himself that same question. 
GUESS WHAT, he couldn’t come up with a good answer either. 

Make an appointment today, call Tomas for a quote on your next Porsche  
repair or general service. He’s a trained Porsche Audi Rallye mechanic. He 
guarantees a lower price and the best quality service. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Call today 248-227-1155. Tomas will pick up the phone. Give him a call and 
get your first oil change for just $75.00. Make an appointment to winterize your 
car today. 

 

248-227-1155 

4270 Haggerty Rd. Commerce Twp., Michigan 48390 

996 and 997 Porsche Specialists

RECAP

SEM Annual Membership Dinner
by Mark Vander Eyk

The SEM faithful gathered at the WaterMark Bar and 
Grille at Jefferson Beach Marina on Friday, November 
17,	for	the	annual	membership	dinner	event.	This	was	our	

second	visit	to	the	WaterMark	this	year,	the	first	time	was	for	din-
ner in May following the water logged Spring Tour . Many of the 
auxiliary parking lots on the Jefferson Beach Marina site were 
filled	with	shrink	wrapped	boats	 in	winter	storage.	Apparently,	
most of the members Porsches were also winterized and stored . 
Although the weather was clear but cold, most of the members 
arrived by civilian type transportation . I only saw a few Porsches 
in	the	parking	lot-Gretus’s	ever	present	911,	a	couple	of	Boxsters	
and a Macan .

The evening started out with a social hour that allowed mem-
bers to renew old friendships and meet a few of the new club 
members	attending	their	first	event.	We	were	placed	in	a	private	
dining room with a well-staffed cash bar and round tables that 
helped	facilitate	the	dinner	conversation.	About	7	PM	we	all	sat	
down at our tables and Gretus made a few comments before in-
troducing our before dinner speaker . The meal was delicious and 
served family style which made the dining process more expedi-
tious . We began with a garden salad followed by a side of penne 
pasta marinara . Entrees consisted of roast sirloin demi-glace, 
chicken marsala and baked butter crumb cod accompanied by 

herb roasted potatoes plus a medley of fresh roasted vegetables . 
Dessert was a tasty scoop of vanilla bean ice cream topped with 
raspberry drizzle .

This year we were lucky to have two of our own club members 
as speakers . Before dinner Lori Schutz, daughter of the late Peter 
Schutz	past	president	and	CEO	of	Porsche	(see	article	page	19),	
related some interesting and sometimes amusing stories about 
her father . Some of the highlights included his hiring at Porsche, 
the	continuation	of	the	911,	the	resurrection	of	the	cabriolet	and	
speedster plus the focus on a winning Le Mans racing program .

After dinner we heard from our mystery speaker, Doris . She 
talked about her initial motor sport involvement and how high 
performance driving evolved into a couple’s activity with her 
spouse . The couple is now getting their children involved, recent-
ly	signing	up	their	17	year	old	daughter	for	the	Porsche	Junior	
Program.	The	first	 family	race	car	was	a	minivan	and	 this	was	
followed	by	a	Mitsubishi,	Viper	and	Alfa	Romeo	before	finally	
graduating	 to	a	997	Carrera	S.	Doris	attended	 the	Skip	Barber	
racing school and has run track days at many of the best known 
courses in America . The evening was another one of our great 
club activities-interesting speakers, friendly people, excellent 
food and Porsches .

auto spaauto spa

MOTOR CITY AUTO SPA OPEN HOUSE
BRAND NEW LOCATION – MARCH 18

Come visit to Motor City Auto Spa in Royal Oak at 1:00PM March 18 at their new state of the art 
2nd location at 4300 Delemere Court 48073 (by 14 mile and Coolidge) where the owner Matt Lifter 
will show us how to detail our cars. We will be providing coffee and snacks while the introductions 
and techniques will be shown. Matt will go through all the products they use, and they will show how 
the many different tools are used. They will do a demo of Xpel Ultimate paint protection on a car. Matt 
will hold a raffle with the main prize of a $189 Exterior detailing package. Other detailing products 
will also given away to members. 

Matt will make it an interesting few hours with lots of tips on how to get the vehicles to look their best.

Voted Best HOUR Detroit

• Auto Detailing • Paint Correction/ wet sanding • Xpel Rock Protection film 
• Opti Coat Pro + - Ceramic coating • Window tinting • Door ding removal
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A Performance Sports Car Deserves a 
Performance Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. Whether your Porsche 
needs collision work, paint repairs or any other cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to 

accommodate you.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations, bring it to our state-of-the-art 

facilities for the quality care your car deserves—
and you expect.

24750 North Industrial, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Phone: (248) 473-8100 • Fax: (248) 473-0800
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

W. 10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty R

d.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11  Mile Rd

H
alsted R

d.

5

P4 Advertising Rates per Calendar Quarter

(Requirements for digital ads)

• PDF -- preferred, highest resolution • TIFF -- 600 dpi

• EPS -- all fonts converted to outline

Two Page Gatefold   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 525

Full Page  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 299

½ Page (back cover)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 299

½ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 172

¼ Page   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$ 105

Business Card   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$  68

(COLOR 50% EXTRA)

MiniMuM Ad Run is OnE fuLL CALEndAR QuARTER

E-mail your ad to:P4@sempca.org — Thank you!

Michael Cohen, Editor 248•227•8604

Eric Wheeler Mercedes Benz of Novi
New & Pre-Owned 39500 Grand River Avenue 
Sales Representative Novi, MI 48375 
AMG Specialist 248 • 426 • 9600
Master Certified www.mercedesbenzofnovi.com 
 eric@novibenz.com

     CrossRoads 
        Plaza
     CrossRoads 
        Plaza

At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.At 16 Mile & Van Dyke Ave.

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Phantom Fireworks -NEW-
-$5 Crunch -NEW-
-Ding Ho Chinese Food
-U.S. Cleaners
-John’s Coney Island
-Ludwik’s Mens Wear
-Pet Haven
-Anita’s School of Dance
-Chicken Shack
   Retail Space Available.
   Office: 586-939-2211

Steve’s European Automotive
4920 Pontiac Lake Road

Waterford, MI 48328

248.674.2770
StevesEuropeanAuto.com

Proudly Serving
Oakland County

for 30+ years!
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RECAP

2017 Holiday Party

BY PAULA TRENDOV

Such a Festive Evening!

T he	 2017	 Porsche	 Christmas	 Party	 held	 on	 Sat-
urday	December	9	 at	 the	 elegant	Meadowbrook	
Country Club in Northville, MI .was a success 

highlighted by the venue’s beautiful decor and everyone 
showing	up	in	their	finest.	If	you	could	not	make	it	this	
year you missed out on a very special evening with not 
only Porsche enthusiasts but caring people who helped 
with the donation to the Jo Brighton Skilled Center . 

The evening started with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, 
greeting friends with well wishes for the holiday season 
and checking out the items for the silent auction, which 
I have to say was a nice variety from books to Christ-
mas ornaments and everything in between . There was 
definitely	something	for	everyone.	The	final	tally	for	the	
winning	bids	was	$2,500.00	to	be	given	to	Jo	Brighton,	
a very worthy charity that services students with moder-
ate	cognitive	 impairments,	ages	12-18	and	work	skills	
students	18-26.	Thank	you	all	for	your	generous	bids	in	
making this year’s contribution a success . 

There were several speakers this year starting off with our 
new President, Marc Molzon . He welcomed everyone and then 
introduced Lori Schutz . Lori, an extremely accomplished speaker, 
guided us through her father’s career as President and CEO of 
Porsche . I loved how she herself is so passionate about Porsches 

and racing and you could tell she adored her father and what he 
did for Porsche . Her slide show was an added bonus taking us 
through the years . Sadly her father passed away in October but 
his legend lives on . 

Our next speaker was Dennis Buhay with Jo Brighton express-
ing his gratitude for the South East Michigan Porsche Club and 

their generosity helping those with his organization . I 
have always said Americans are the most caring when it 
comes to giving and this event proved it once again . For 
those who donated items for the silent auction as well as 
those who submitted their generous bids, thank you so 
much .

The menu for the dinner was also amazing . The Mead-
owbrook	 wait	 staff	 was	 friendly	 and	 efficient	 making	
sure everyone was served at the same time . Having our 
annual party at this venue was a good choice with the 
convenience of the parking and the actual location . I am 
hoping we can continue to have it here again next year . 
Thank you to the organizers for their hard work and dedi-
cation to make it a wonderful evening for everyone . The 
Porsche Club really knows how to ring in the celebration 
of Christmas and the love of giving . It’s not just about the 
cars, it is about the people .

PHoToS BY LISA MoLSoN

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGES 17–18

BY TOM FIELITZ

Designer for a Day

I f there is one thing that car enthusiasts are not short of it is 
opinions about cars and car designs . It is so easy to play arm-
chair expert when it comes to the perfect car design . Of course 

we know there is no such thing and car designs are committee 
decisions that have to appease not only the engineer but also the 
market manager and accountant and so on . There is also the issue 
that cars are not designed to appeal to just one type of individual or 
even	to	a	narrow	slice	of	the	automotive	market.	So	the	final	prod-
uct is a compromise that occasionally receives broad accolades or 
even recognition awards from some enthusiast group or journal-
istic experts . Yet even the most accepted automotive product will 
find	criticism	from	some	odd	direction	of	 the	public.	There	will	
always be a feature or a design angle that someone disagrees with .

For	one	thing	a	car	design	will	usually	reflect	the	tastes	of	the	
country of its origin . A French car has quirky aspects that French 
owners	desire	but	other	countries	 just	find	odd	and	useless.	An	
Italian car can have beautiful coachwork wrapped around unreli-
able engineering . A German car will be engineered like a tank 
even to the point of being full of redundancy and features no one 
understands . The American car to the rest of the world is garish 
with fake luxury and marginal engineering . But all of that is start-
ing to change with the global aspects of car design and sales . Cars 
used to be designed and built in one country for one market . It is 
more common now that engineering and design departments are 
spread around the globe and so is the manufacturing and sales . It 
is now becoming more common for one car to be designed, built 
and sold in multiple markets with very few design differences . 
Who would ever have predicted that the Panamera would be de-
signed to appease the Chinese market?

Each of us have strong opinions about what we like or dislike 
in	 car	 design.	One	design	 feature	 that	 I	 find	 annoying	 are	 fake	
intake grills and vents . In many cases the grill opening is mostly 
blanked off and only a small portion actually vents air in or heat 
out . Maybe this grill design is intended to mimic some race car . 
Most of the time the model in question is not at all related to any 
race car ever . Don’t even get me started on useless spoilers that 
just create gas guzzling drag and a revenue source when ripped 
apart against road debris or parking curbs . It has gotten to the 
point that a body shape that is devoid of eye distracting append-
ages appears fresh and clean and a shape that will hold its appeal 
far	longer	than	the	shape	defined	by	grills,	ducts	and	wings.	

I am sure we have all found some 
interior designs and especially op-
erating features that had us asking 
ourselves, what were they thinking? 
The	 advent	 of	 the	 flat	 panel	 dis-
play was a turning point for many 
designs and technologies . When 
flat	 panel	 display	 hit	 the	 automo-
tive world it was almost universally 
heralded as a milestone . Yet as time 
goes on designers are reverting back 
to needles and knobs . One designer 
friend of mine set me straight on 
flat	panel	display.	He	explained	that	
manufacturers found them cheaper 
to manufacture, cheaper to install, 
and with far lower warranty costs . I suppose they also appeal to 
the younger generation who love their gadgets and technology for 
technology sake . We used to be impressed when a car had a full 
set of gauges which then meant gas level, coolant temperature 
and	Amperes	of	charge.	With	configurable	instrument	clusters	and	
management computers that track every obscure piece of data it 
is easy to become so overwhelmed with possible displays that the 
average	owner	never	even	figures	out	how	to	display	most	of	the	
data.	But	the	most	questionable	interior	feature	I	find	is	the	large	
format screen that dominates most modern dashboards . It used to 
be distracting just to hit the right button or twist the right knob 
for the radio or temperature control . Putting all of those controls 
into one big display screen seems to make those functions harder 
to use and more distracting . You know owners complaints are be-
ing heard when interior designers are offering redundant screen 
and knob controls . Although I like driving directions on a screen 
there is something odd going on when the same directions get 
displayed on the instrument cluster at the same time . Many times 
the car owner prefers phone directions and bypass built in direc-
tion computers . 

Before you deem some design element a failure rather than 
a feature, consider that somewhere someone made that purchase 
specifically	for	that	reason	just	as	much	as	you	might	have	avoided	
that purchase . Appealing to each person’s desires is what makes 
life interesting, and sells cars .

Fred and Kathy Young with Nancy Richardson and Don Kleist

Howard Gilson with Mike Stanesic and guest
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Holiday Party (continued from page 14)

Engines Exposed
at The Henry Ford Museum

Saturday, February 17 

Breakfast 8:00am

Location to be determined

Order off menu

Tour the museum at 10am

50 cars in automotive collection will have their hoods open

Tour the collection & spend the day at museum

Museum: $22.00/person-adult

 $19.75/person-adult (group rate of 15 or more)

For further information 

Gary Ambrus

gary.l.ambrus@gmail.com

(734) 946-1973

John Keilly and Barbara Hosler

Paula and Kiro Trendov

Glenny Tjahgaj and Lucas Phan

Elaine Braden with Lisa Molzon

Victoria Hoogestraat with Sabrina Crump
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Holiday Party (continued from page 17)

The following article was written by Chris Perkins for  
Road & Track and was posted on their web site on October 30, 2017. 

SEM Member Lori Schutz is Peter Schutz’s daughter.

The fact that you can still buy a brand-new, rear-engine, 
opposed-piston	 Porsche	 911	 today	 is	 just	 about	 entirely	
due	to	one	man:	Peter	Schutz.	Schutz	was	Porsche’s	first	

American	CEO,	 and	 arguably	 saved	 the	 company	 in	 the	 1980s	
from their own misguided decisions that would have destroyed 
their iconic cars and heritage . Schutz died over the weekend, at 
the	age	of	87,	according to German media and Ray Shaffer, man-
ager	of	the	Porsche	Classic	&	Delivery	Center.

Schutz did not get an easy start in life; when he was born in 
1930	in	Berlin,	Germany	things	weren’t	going	so	well	for	Jewish	
families	like	his.	By	1937	he	and	his	family	were	forced	to	flee	to	
Havana, Cuba to escape the Nazis, and later relocated to Chicago, 
where Schutz would eventually go on to get a degree in mechani-
cal engineering .

Schutz began his career at Caterpillar Tractor, and later moved 
to Cummins Engine, where he was quite 
successful, only leaving when his deci-
sion	to	give	a	speech	at	the	1976	Teamsters	
convention was questioned by the manage-
ment at Cummins .

Around	1980,	he	was	personally	invited	
by Ferry Porsche to apply for the position 
of Porsche CEO . Nineteen-eighty was a 
lousy	year	 for	Porsche,	 their	first	money-
losing year ever . There were a number of 
reasons for this—quality control issues 
in	 the	911,	 and	buyers,	 especially	Ameri-
can buyers, weren’t as excited about the 
new, modern, front-engined Porsches, the 
924	and	928,	as	Porsche	was	hoping	they	
would be .

On	top	of	all	this,	the	venerable	911—the	
Porsche with the clearest ties to Porsche’s 
engineering heritage and character—was 
set	to	be	discontinued	in	1981.

Schutz got the job, partially because 
the Porsche board felt having an American in charge would help 
their sales in that very crucial country . When he started work, 
Schutz said that he “noticed	a	sort	of	pervasive	sadness	among	
the staff .”

That’s not a good thing to notice in a staff of any kind, and after 
a bit of asking around, he found that the sadness had to do with the 
decision	to	cancel	the	iconic	911.

The	board	felt	the	911	was	an	“outmoded concept” but, acting 
in the most stereotypical mode of what people perceive as Teu-
tonic thinking, didn’t factor in the less tangible, more emotional 
reasons	to	keep	the	911	going	even	while	more	modern	cars	like	
the	928	were	around.

The way Schutz communicated how he felt about the cancel-
lation	of	the	911	is	pretty	legendary.	Here’s	how	it	went	down,	in 
his own words:

“You have to understand that, in Germany, once a 
decision is made, it’s made. As far as the company was 
concerned, the 911 was history. But I overturned the 
board’s decision in my third week on the job.

I remember the day quite well: I went down to the 
office of our lead engineer, Professor Helmuth Bott, to 
discuss plans for our upcoming model. I noticed a chart 
hanging on his wall that depicted the ongoing develop-
ment trends of our top three lines: 911, 928, and 944. 
With the latter options, the graph showed a steady rise 
in production for years to come. But for the 911, the 
line stopped in 1981.

I grabbed a marker off Professor Bott’s desk and ex-
tended the 911 line across the page, onto the wall, and out 
the door. When I came back, Bott stood there, grinning.

“Do we understand each other?” I asked. And with 
a nod, we did.

So,	the	legendary	Porsche	911	was	saved	by	one	man	drawing	
a line on a wall with a marker .

He	 even	 restarted	 the	 911	 Speedster	
idea, making a concept that was known as 
the Schutz Speedster

That’s the real impact of what Schutz 
brought to Porsche: the knowledge that 
sometimes a less-than-purely-rational de-
cision	is	the	right	one.	Was	the	911	a	tem-
peramental car based on outdated technol-
ogy,	especially	when	compared	 to	a	928?	
Sure .

Was it also one of the most character-
crammed,	 rewarding	 and	 fulfilling	 cars	
to drive? Hell . yes . Does that feeling sell 
cars? Damn straight .

I don’t think it’s overstating things to 
say that Schutz saved Porsche . Modern 
Porsche is very focused on its heritage, 
its DNA, as their PR people like to say, 
often . The seeds of that whole attitude can 
be traced back to Schutz .

Schutz’ record isn’t without its misseteps, though . His program 
to	develop	the	911’s	air-cooled	flat-six	engine	into	an	aircraft	en-
gine	was	a	$75	million	dollar	program	that	produced	one	of	the	
most advanced reciprocating aircraft engines ever—the Porsche 
PFM	3200.

They	sold	80	of	them. That’s not great .
Still, that’s a pretty small price to pay when you consider all 

that Schutz did for Porsche, and, you could argue, the premium 
sports car industry as a whole . He proved that it’s emotion as 
much as technical features that sell cars, and that’s why passion 
and excitement are viable business models for sports cars today .

So,	next	time	you	see	and	hear	and	feel	a	911	blow	by	you,	give	
a thought to the man that made sure that still happens .

Remembering Peter Schutz

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 22

Lisa and Marc Molzon

Rev. Ron and Karen Roland

David and Brenda Pelka

Thomas Behr and guest

Rene Vander Eyk photobombing a merry 
group of our holiday revelers

A huge thank you to Maggie and Tim Otto 
for sponsoring us at the Meadowbrook Country Club!
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Meet our staff. Left to right: General Manager, Wayne Youngblood;  
Sales Professional, Eric Conrad; Service Professional, Jaret Hoffman;  
Receptionist, Yolande Thurman; Service Manager, John Wilson;  
Parts Manager, Don Ottosen. Not pictured—Service Professional, Collin DeLong

SaLES HOuRS

Monday and Thursday:  
9 am – 9 pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:  
9 am – 6 pm

Saturday:  
10 am – 4 pm

Sunday: Closed

SERviCE HOuRS

Monday – Friday:  
7:30 am – 6 pm

Sunday: Closed

Our HEArT rATE jusT wEnT up.   P orsche joins the eitel Dahm motor GrouP.

vaLET SERviCE TO YOuR DOOR.

pOrscHE Of THE MOTOr ciTY

2471 7 Gratiot Ave.
Eastpointe, MI 48021

586 /435-8200
www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

pOrscHE Of THE  
MOTOr ciTY

www.porscheofthemotorcity.com

Audi Of  
rOcHEsTEr Hills

www.audiofrochesterhills.com

Mini 
MOTOrciTY Mini

www.motorcitymini.com

BAvAriAn  
BMw

www.bavarianmotorvillage.com

Four Great Brands. One Standard of Excellence.

EDMGP4 ad_v2A.indd   1 5/7/12   6:06 PM
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SToRY & PHoToS BY ANDREW OLSON

IN THE SHARK TANK

It’s Not the Drive…
It’s the Journey

I n	 the	 fall	 of	 2013,	 my	 wife	 and	 I	 joined	 the	
SEMPCA Fall color tour . At the mid-way stop 
for cider and donuts, Mark Molzon made an im-

passioned speech about participating in a High-Per-
formance Driver Education (HPDE) event . He was 
also	giving	out	discounts	for	first	timers	who	might	
want to try it the following season . I grabbed one of 
the coupons and put my name on the list . Around the 
same	time,	one	of	my	fellow	928	owners,	Dave	Kow-
alewski, had recently participated in the last HPDE 
of the season at Waterford Hills Raceway and told 
me how much fun he had . It sounded exciting and 
fun, but I was still nervous about driving on a track .

Over	 the	winter	months	 of	 early	 2014,	we	 held	
a	928	Tech	Session	at	Munk’s	Motors	in	Waterford.	
Jim Heisick from Lansing, who also happens to be 
a	928	owner	and	an	HPDE	Instructor,	was	there	and	
walked us through what to expect and how to prepare 
for a HPDE event . This is what I needed to get me mentally and 
physically	ready	for	my	first	HPDE.

I signed up for the season opening of the HPDE schedule . May 
8,	2014.	It	was	such	an	eye-opening	experience	that	I	still,	to	this	
day, remember it like it was just a few months back . I was nervous 
as heck . I wasn’t sure what the protocol was, or who most of the 
people were . Michael Eblenkamp was the Chief Driving Instruc-
tor	and	he	paired	me	up	with	Jimmy	Stevens	as	my	very	first	Driv-
ing	Instructor.	Jimmy	has	a	944	Race	car	and	is	very	competitive	
and an accomplished driver . But Jimmy was patient with me and 
really took time to walk me through the basics of driving on the 
track . I quickly learned that driving on the track is very different 
that driving on the street .

I	had	such	an	amazing	time	that	first	day	that	I	went	to	the	re-
maining	HPDE	events	for	that	year.	Then	in	2015,	an	opportunity	
to	purchase	a	slightly	crashed	928	racecar	presented	itself.	After	
consulting	another	928	owner,	John	Ford,	who	owns	a	body	shop,	
I pulled the trigger, and purchased what is now commonly known 
as	 the	 “Coke	Car.”	 John	fixed	 it	 up	 and	 I	 also	 bought	 an	 open	
trailer to haul the Coke car around and proceeded to expanded 
my track repertoire to include Grattan Raceway near Grand Rap-
ids, Mid-Ohio, and Gingerman Raceway that year . This is where 
I discovered each track has a unique set of characteristics that one 
needs to adapt to .

In	2016,	I	really	expanded	my	HPDE	events	and	my	driving	
skills.	I	attended	14	track	days	over	11	events	at	various	tracks.	
I	added	two	new	tracks	to	my	list:	M1	Concourse,	and	Virginia	
International Raceway (VIR) . And I think it was VIR that really 

woke me up . That track has so much to offer and is one of the 
premier tracks in the country . 

This	past	year	I	attended	21	track	days	at	7	different	tracks	in-
cluding:	Waterford	Hills,	M1	Concourse,	VIR,	Gingerman,	Mid-
Ohio, Road America in Elkhart Lake, WI, and Pitt Race, just out-
side	of	Pittsburgh,	PA.	I	am	now	an	official	track	junkie!	I	had	so	
much fun at each of these tracks and I felt that I really improved 
my	driving	skills.	I	flirted	with	disaster	after	my	Pitt	Race	event	
where I found a spun bearing on my engine . Luckily, however, 
everything worked out and there was no major damage to the mo-
tor . I went through several sets of brake pads, a set of rotors, and 
let’s not forget tires . That’s just part of doing so many track days 
in a single season .

With all this track experience accumulating and my skills im-
proving, I was able to achieve another of my driving goals . This 
past	fall	I	became	an	official	PCA	HPDE	Instructor,	and	I	have	
now	had	my	first	2	students	already.

Having	these	two	students	made	me	reflect	on	my	own	experi-
ences	and	what	it	was	like	to	get	on	track	for	the	first	 time	and	
how rewarding of an experience it was . I think it has also made 
me a better driver, because I now need to practice what I preach 
and pay more attention to my own driving . I continually see areas 
for me to make slight improvements to my own driving and to 
self-analyze and self-critique .

2018	 promises	 to	 be	 a	 fun-filled	 year.	 I	 already	 have	 8-12	
events	 on	 the	 calendar	 tentatively	 for	 a	 total	 of	 about	 27	 track	
days . I plan to add at least one new track, and possibly two . With 
the added responsibility of instructing, I think this year may give 

(continued on page 25)

Holiday Party (continued from page 19)

Lori Schutz and her 
father Peter Schutz

Peter Schutz

Lori Schutz with her father 
and his wife Sheila

Dave Kowalewsky in his 928 Onion screaming down the back straight at Waterford Hills
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 Join the porsche club of america (pca) 
and the southeast michigan (sEm) region
paying online
•	 Join	PCA at	(www.PCA.Org/User/Join/Membership)	and	
have	your	credit	card	and	car’s	VIN	(vehicle	identification	
number)	or	serial	number	handy.

•	 Enter	all	required	information,	including	payment	
information,	and	submit	your	application.

paying by mail
•	 Download	application at:
	 (www.PCA.org/Join-Porsche-Club-America).
•	 Have	check	or	credit	card	handy	and	enter	all	required	

information.  PCA Region is SEM.
•	 Make	your	check	payable	to	“Porsche	Club	of	America,	
Inc.”	If	paying	with	credit	card,	write	your	information	in	
the space provided.

•	 Mail	your	application	and	payment	to:		PCA	National	
Headquarters,	P.O.	Box	6400,	Columbia,	MD	21045

if your porsche is on order
•	 If	your	Porsche	is	on	order	and	you	do	not	have	your	
VIN	number	yet,	print	the	application,	fill	it	in	and	mail	
it along with a copy of your Porsche sales order to PCA 
National Headquarters at the address above. You may 
also	fax	them	to	(410)	381-0924.
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 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 

HUNDREDS 
OF CRAFT BEERS

In the Shark Tank (continued from page 23)

me the greatest growth yet as a driver . I look forward to what it 
has in store for me .

I encourage each of my readers to consider trying a track day . 
You don’t need a racecar . You don’t even need a Porsche (although 
we	do	like	them…	a	lot!).	You	just	need	to	have	the	desire	to	try	
it . If you need encouragement or if you have some questions, feel 

free to reach out to me or any of the other instructors . There is 
usually	a	 free	“HPDE	101”	event	 in	April	 that	 lets	you	see	 the	
track, get some idea of what to expect, how to prepare your car, 
and answer any questions you may have . You really should give it 
a	try;	it’s	a	hoot!	Who	knows,	I	may	even	be	your	first	instructor.	
See you on the track!

Heading off to the track opener at Waterford Hills

My very first track day. If you look closely, you  
can see Jimmy Stevens riding shotgun

Here I am in the Coke car coming around the 
left hook at VIR, my favorite track so far

One advantage of doing so many track events is 
that you learn how to bleed brakes really well
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Congratulations to Ralf Lindackers
2016 NASA GTS3 Champion

Eastern Nationals 
Work and Race Support 

by 
Autocore Performance Group

Come visit us at our new location:
3565 Elizabeth Lake Road, Suite 200

Waterford, MI 48328

IMS Bearing
Tire Mounting/Balancing
Custom Fabrication, Cage, Exhaust, Welding
Annual NASA and PCA Tech Inspections
(Yes, we work on street cars too!)

- Porsche - BMW - Mercedes - Ferrari - Lamborghini - Audi - 

Race and Track Support
Parts and Safety Equipment Sales

*Same day availability on most items
Race/Track/Street Suspension Setup

Transaxle Rebuild and LSD Installation

www.facebook.com/apgracing  |  www.apgracing.com  |  autocore@gmail.com

248-843-1900

We rely on our cars. From cruising Woodward on summer nights, to getting through our punishing winters.
We understand the value of a car that’s in good condition to take us where we need to go. Rough rides can scratch and

scrape our rims and unavoidable potholes can wreak havoc on our wheels causing bends and cracks.

Things aren’t just made in Detroit, they are remade, repurposed, and repaired in Detroit.

DETROIT: THE MOTOR CITY. 

4519 Delemere Ave. Royal Oak, MI 48073 | Phone: (248) 259-4420 | www.wheelworksdetroit.com

Wheel Works Detroit

WANTED:
Associate Editor for the P4

This magazine was my entry into the 
wonderful world of SEM/PCA . Absent 
this	“job”	I	might	have	been	just	another	

guy who sat home, reading his P4 and 
Pano, and only coming to an occasional 
event . I would have missed a world of 

opportunities and friendships! Don’t let 
that happen to you . Get involved!

Interested parties are asked to please 
contact Editor Michael Cohen at

fastkarz2@aol.com	or	(248)	227-8604

John Keilly

 

Showings & Consultations
by Appointment

Michael Cohen
michael@sellyoursportscar.net

248.227.8604

www.SellYourSportSCar.net

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

We are planning our 60th Anniversary Celebration on
September 8, 2018.

We will be having a historic car show and an elegant evening at the St. Johns Inn.

We have reserved rooms but only a small block.
It would be advisable to call now if you plan on staying in the historic hotel.

You can register on Clubreg.org.

Much more on this event will be in upcoming P4.
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Hans Auto Electric, LLC
Starters • Alternators • DC Electric Motors

We Specialize in
High Performance!

248-349-7600
www.hansautoelectric.com

28003 Center Oaks Court • Suite 109 
Wixom, MI 48393

• Heavy Duty Industrial
• High Amperage
• Marine
• Racing & High Performance
• Small Engine
• School Bus & Fleet Specialists
• Golf Cart Starter Generators
• Snow Plow Motors
• DC Electric Motors 6 to 80 Volt

1 9 6 3  -  2 0 1 3

Y E A R S  O FE X C E L L E N C E
Hans Auto Electric, LLC

50

38703 Hans Auto Electric_Layout 1  4/23/14  9:35 AM  Page 1

Clem’s Garage
for Storage

Heated, Secured. 

Clem Weierstahl
(810) 636-2840

$550
(up to 6 months)

Vintage Munk’s
Free flatbed towing

on vintage VW
and Porsche

Call for
details

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

TECH TALK

ElEcTrical/ElEcTronics
Model: 911 SC Targa, Year: 1982, Mileage: 89,000

Q: My 1982 911 SC was having an intermittent starting 
problem, but now it will not start at all. When I turn the 
key all gauges light up, seat belt buzzer buzzes and all 
accessories work. I used to be able to turn the key several 
times and then it would crank and start. A new high 
torque starter was installed approximately two years ago. 
Just replaced the electrical portion of the ignition switch 
and still nothing. I tried turning the ignition switch with a 
screwdriver to rule out the mechanical part of the ignition 
switch, but it still did not crank. Cleaned the ground strap 
at the transmission plus all battery connections and wires. 
Still not cranking, but there is power to everything. I can 
push-start the car by popping the clutch and it starts right 
up. I have exhausted everything that I can think of, any 
suggestions?

A: Your next step is to measure the voltage at the starter 
on the 50 wire (the large yellow one), while someone 
holds the key in the start position. If you get 12 volts, 
then the starter may be your problem. You can also jump 
the starter directly at the 50 wire to the big red wire 
on the starter terminal. If that works and the voltage is 
low, check the 14 pin plug on the left side of the engine 
compartment under the fuse panel cover. The 50 wire runs 
through there from the ignition switch, and the contacts 
may be loose or corroded.

oTHEr
Model: Cayman, Year: 2007, Mileage: 102,000

Q: How does one rid the rear hatch and interior hatch trim 
from rattling and making incessant noise? I have a great 
repair shop, but it appears even they struggle with this 
ongoing problem. It is never completely fixed. Someone, 
anyone, please how do I fix this?

A: On some of the early Caymans, the plastic panels and 
cubbies around the engine cover tend to make some 
noise. First you’ll have to determine where the noise is 
coming from exactly. With the help of a second person 
putting pressure on each piece when the car is rolling 
and making the noise you can determine the source. 
When you find it, inspect it to see if there are any signs of 
rubbing against an adjacent part. You can then try to fix it 
by either using silicone tape where the rub is happening 

or trying to bend the part a bit so it stops rubbing by 
heating it up a bit with a heat gun. This last step should 
be done slowly because the plastic can be damaged 
quickly if too much heat is applied.

ElEcTrical/ElEcTronics
Model: 911 Turbo, Year: 2001, Mileage: 64,000

Q: When my battery went dead about six weeks ago the 
auto parts store said it was in decent shape, but with 
winter coming on I decided to replace it. Three weeks 
ago, the car was dead again. I disconnected the battery 
and recharged it. It showed 12.9 volts. I reconnected it, 
checked the interior light and door switches plus removed 
then put back in the cd holder for the cd changer. Over 
the next two weeks of local driving and using the key 
fob to shut off the interior lights and display at night, the 
voltage dropped about .1 volts per day. It has now gone 
down to 11.0 volts. The alternator was replaced last year. 
Any thoughts on the cause of the drop or what to do to 
isolate it?

A: What you are describing is called ‘parasitic loss’ or 
‘parasitic drain’ in automotive repair circles and it is more 
common than one might think. If you want to diagnose 
the car yourself you will need a rather sophisticated 
voltmeter that can display electrical current draw down 
to the milliamp (thousandths of an ampere) level. Some 
draw is expected owing to things like the clock and the 
memories in many of the control units - including the radio 
head unit that will remember your radio station presets 
- but too much draw means something is sucking more 
juice than it should and needs to be corrected.

There are some common areas where technicians 
suspect power drains even before cracking open the 
fuse panel cover. Anything added to the system from 
the aftermarket such as an alarm system, radio, amplifier, 
backup camera or radar detector is immediately 
suspicious. Very simply, the way to find the culprit is to 
watch the amp meter and disconnect devices until the 
circuit responsible for the drain is identified. Everything 
that has a fuse can be checked by pulling fuses on the 
fuse panel (or the inline fuse if something has been 
added). There are few circuits that are unfused, but 
can put a load on the battery including that alternator 
you replaced last year: Alternators are really good at 
generating power and putting juice into the battery, but if 
you’ve got a bad transistor it’ll suck it right out as well.

The following are reprints from Panorama or the PCA.org website. Questions are submitted by PCA 
members and responses are formulated by members of the PCA Technical Committee.
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The 60th anniversary committee
will have a meeting at the

Door’s home on
Monday, March 26, 2018 at 7pm

If you have any questions
please email me at pdoor@sbcglobal.net

INSURANCE REPAIRS • BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SINCE 1922
Commercial & Residential

Alterations and Repairs

Website: www.burtonbrothers.net
eMail: djb@burtonbrothers.net
Office: 248-357-7000
Fax: 248-353-5638
Cell: 248-882-0231Dave Burton

Paul's
Auto & Boat Interiors
Award-Winning Original & Custom Interiors

Serving Michigan for over 50 years
"When only the best will do!"

See us at "Devil's in the Details"!

700 Cesar E. Chavez
Pontiac, MI 48340
                 www.paulsautointeriors.com

We are a family-owned and -operated business currently 
run by the second generation of the Riemenschneider 
family. Combined, our techs have over 125 years of experience 
and expertise. 
From small projects to large, from high end to low, 
we do it all:
 Award-Winning Original 
    & Custom Interiors 
 Hotrod & Antique Design 
 Convertible Tops & Rear 
    Windows (Both Plastic 
    & Glass) 
 Boat Tops, Interiors 
    & Covers

 Vinyl, Cloth, Leather 
    & Exotic Interiors
 Heated Seats & Custom
    Embroidery 
 Motorcycles, Snowmobiles, 
    & Aircraft, too.
 And Much, Much More!

ph. 248-334-9936
fax 248-334-9937

Leather Interior Restoration
911 / 928 / 944 / 968 / 930

Dash Boards • Seats • Console • Carpet
Leather and Vinyl Coverings Available in Kit Form or Installed

Read about our work in the  
September	2008	issue	of	Excellence Magazine

“Same	Difference”	(p.75)

Shop Hours by Appointment

Classic 9 Leather Shop
7250	Drexel	St.	•	Dearborn	Hts.,	MI	48127

www.classic9leathershop.com
info@classic9leathershop.com

313-682-1983

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS

 ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO REVIEW THE

 ROUSH AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.
1851 MARKET STREET

LIVONIA, MI 48150
The museum is dedicated to the preservation of the heritage 

of Roush Enterprises. It features over 110+ vehicles,
memorabilla, multimedia exhibits and artifacts.

Donation $5.00 at the door.

Please register at Clubregistration.com so can we have an account of attendees
Or call Fred Young at (586) 566-3193 or email at Frederickyoung73@gmail.com

You can view their website and directions at www.Roushcollection.com
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Congratulations to our recently elected

2018-2019 Board Members:

Michael Cohen
Gretus Hoogestraat

*John Keilly
Marc Molzon
Fred Young

*John Keilly is leaving Michigan. He will be replaced by Steve Carbary.

928 944 996
TECH SESSION

3080 Huron St. (M-59)  Waterford, 48328
www.munks.com  248-681-8081

Join us for a...

April 7th, 10 am to 3 pm
See our website for details

All Porsche lovers are welcome regardless of 
model or club affilliation. Lunch will be provided. 

NO CHARGE

RSVP recommended to events@munks.com

AUTOCORE OPEN HOUSE
APRIL 28, 2018

Lots of Porsches and Race Cars On Display
Sessions on setting a car up for HPDE, and racing

How changes effect the car’s performance
Q & A to follow

For more information contact Steve Cramer
248-843-1900 • autocore@gmail.com

3565 Elizabeth Lake Road Suite 200
Waterford, MI 48328

Pca JUniors ProGraM
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BY DONNA SANDERSON

My First Sports Car…
(an invitation to tell your story)

I n	1966	my	first	sports	car	(almost)	was	a	two-
year-old yellow Karman Giha—cute as a bug . 
In	1970	my	first	sports	car	(almost)	was	a	red	

1960	Triumph—a	 true	work	 of	 art.	 In	 1974	my	
first	sports	car	(almost)	was	a	1974	MG—any	col-
or I wanted because I was going to order it new . 
But they were not to be, each one being a story 
of its own .

Finally,	along	came	1989.	The	clouds	parted,	
and the Sports Car Gods smiled down on me . 
Mazda was making a two-seater sports car called 
Miata and it was I just what I was looking for . 
My husband and I went to Fischer Buick in the 
Troy Motor mall . We grabbed up all the informa-
tion we could get on it and went home . A few days 
later	we	went	back	and	ordered	a	1990	red	“A”	
package Miata with a matching red hard top and 
cd-player.	We	ordered	it	in	the	fall	of	1989	and	it	
arrived	in	early	May	of	1990.	

How I loved that car! Every evening that sum-
mer when we arrived home from work we would 
go for a ride . The entire weekend was spent on the 
road . The car handled beautifully in all seasons . It 
never	once	got	stuck	in	the	snow.	We	put	seven	years	and	130,000	
trouble	free	miles	on	it.	But	1997	brought	the	BMW	Z-3	to	the	

market place and I fell in love all over again . We went to Erhard 
BMW on Maple Rd and ordered a double black with a tan interior, 
waited six months and my new baby came in . What a great car! 

Another	 seven	 years	 and	 130,000	 miles	
pass by . My husband is looking at Fred Lavery 
Porsche/Audi	for	an	Audi	and	the	2004	Boxster-S	
catches my eye . By now you know my routine . 
We ordered the car and four months later I’m the 
proud	owner	of	a	2004	Seal	Grey	Boxster-S.	We	
both loved this vehicle . But after three years and 
50,000	miles	 I	 sold	 it	 and	 bought	 a	 BMW.	My	
husband and I both missed this car greatly, it was 
the	first	time	in	seventeen	years	I	had	a	regular	car	
and not a sports car . 

I did not know how much he missed the 
Porsche until we were back at Fred Lavery in the 
late	summer	of	2012	ordering	a	new	2013	Box-
ster-S (white, black top and black interior) for me 
and	he	ordered	a	2013	Carrera	911	for	himself.	So	
once	again	five	months	later	I	picked	up	my	car	
and about a month later his came in . He’ll have to 
write	his	own	“My	First	Sports	Car”	story.

1990 Mazda Miata

1997 BMW Z-3

2004 Boxster S

My husband’s first sports 
car - 2013 Carrera 911

2013 Boxster S
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SEM Board Minutes (11/30/17) by Fred Young

In attendance: Board Members: Marc Molzon, Gretus Hooges-
traat, Fred Young, Patti Door, Michael Cohen, John Keilly, Walter 
Crump	and	Howard	Gilson.	Officers:	Steve	Carbary	and	Mark	Van-
derEyk . Absent with notice: Greg Gallagher and Leo Wanstreet .

Call to Order: 7:00	P.M.	by	President	Marc	Molzon.	
Minutes: Moved by G .H . and H .G . to approve . Motion passed .
Financial: Leo Wanstreet – No report due to early meeting .
Membership: Greg Gallagher – Holding steady .
Insurance: Greg Gallagher – None needed
P-4: Michael Cohen – Ad rates are to be increased in the spring 

due to rising costs . Notices are needed for the upcoming events .

OLD BUSINESS:
November 17: Membership Dinner: Gretus Hoogestraat – 

56	members	attended.	Attendees	were	treated	to	two	guest	speak-
ers along with a great meal and surroundings .

December 9: Holiday Party: John Keilly – Taking reservations .
March 10: Roush Racing Museum: Fred Young – Will check 

on the date and make arrangements .
March 18: Motor City Auto Spa: Michael Cohen – Matt 

Lifter will present a detailing seminar with light refreshments and 
door prizes .

April 29: DE-101: Steve Carbary – The date may change .

TBD: Selfridge Air Force Museum: Fred Young – Checking 
on a date and details .

May 19: Street Survival School: John Keilly – The site is 
reserved . It was move by H .G . and W .C . to send a check for the 
deposit . Motion carried .

May 20: Spring Tour: Gretus Hoogestraat – In the works .
September 8, 2018: Anniversary Party: Patti Door – Art-

work was approved . We will have secured parking, rooms re-
served,	historic	cars	and	name	badges.	Cost	will	be	$75	and	is	on	
Club Registration .

Web Site: Marc Molzon – Marc, Gretus and Erik met with the 
web site designer . The new site would have various plug-ins along 
with a fresher design . Training and support would be included . 
It was moved by H .G . and W .C . to fund a new web site design . 
Motion carried .

Goodie Store: No activity . 
Event Reports: Needed for the Membership Dinner .

NEW BUSINESS:
None
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M. – Moved to adjourn by G .H . 

and W .C . Motion passed .
Refreshments and Locations: Thursday, January 4 – Patti 

Door	–	Gilson’s;	Thursday,	February	1	–	Steve	Carbary	–	Gilson’s

BY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZoNE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Around The Zone

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,

I want to wish everyone a very Happy Holiday season . I have 
enjoyed another wonderful year as your Zone Rep, and would 
like	to	thank	all	of	the	region	officers	and	members	who	helped	to	
make this year in Zone 4 a successful one . I was honored to be in-
vited to and welcomed at so many outstanding events; I only wish 
that I could have attended even more . I am extremely pleased to 
see so many regions working together to hold wonderful events, 
which has helped our zone to become a more cohesive unit, an 
important goal of mine since becoming Zone Rep .

During an unseasonably warm weekend this autumn, ARPCA 
held	their	first	Club	Race	in	14	years	at	the	Pittsburgh	Internation-
al Race Complex . The newly refurbished track is 2 .8 miles with 
19	turns	and	128	feet	of	elevation	change.	In	addition	to	the	myr-
iad of classes that usually run Zone 4 Club Races, this weekend 
included	a	Vintage	Class	as	well	as	the	944	Cup	Championship	
East . The weekend began with a combination advanced HPDE 
and test and tune day to help the drivers’ learn this new track . The 
following day provided practice runs and fun races . On Friday 
night, the region hosted an Oktoberfest event at the track open 
to everyone . While we all enjoyed the wonderful German food 
and beer, we were entertained with live music . Saturday were the 
Sprint	races	and	the	944	Cup	banquet,	and	on	Sunday	they	held	
the	Vintage	Sprint	3	race	followed	by	 the	90	minute	Enduro.	 It	
was a truly enjoyable weekend . I also recently attended North-
ern Ohio and Eastern Buckeye Regions’ Horsepower and Harness 
Racing Event . The evening included a car show, followed by a 

tech quiz, and we ate dinner as we watched the horse races . The 
group sponsored the 5th race and at the conclusion of the race, 
we met the winning horse and jockey in the winner’s circle for a 
group picture . I also recently traveled to Allendale, MI to attend 
Western Michigan Region’s November Dinner Drive . Everyone 
enjoyed the delicious Italian buffet dinner as well as lively con-
versation at this well attended event .

Just because many of us have put our cars away for the winter, 
it doesn’t mean that we can’t experience the same camaraderie 
and friendship enjoyed during the driving season . Many regions 
will be hosting Holiday Parties this month, and I plan to attend as 
many as I possibly can . What a great way to kick off the holiday 
season by celebrating with your PCA friends .

As	 the	 New	Year	 begins,	 and	 the	 region	 calendars	 firm	 up,	
please remember to check your in boxes, region’s newsletter and 
website, as well as the Zone 4 website http://zone4 .pca .org for the 
most up to date information about events available to you . Also, 
consider attending other regions’ events, such as:

•	 Maumee	Valley	Region’s	Holiday	Party	is	December	1	at	
Brandywine Country Club

•	 December 2 is Rally	Sport	Region’s Holiday Party at 
Porsche of Ann Arbor 

•	 Western	Michigan	Region’s December Appetizer Party is 
December 2

•	 Join	Michiana	Region	on	December	3	for	the	South	Bend	
Historic Holiday Walking Tour

•	 December 8 is Northern	Ohio	Region’s Holiday Party at 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

•	 MORPCA’s Annual Meeting and Holiday Party will be at 
the	OSU	Faculty	Club	on	December	9

•	 December	9	is	Southeast	Michigan	Region’s Holiday 
Party at Meadowbrook Country Club

•	 Motor-Stadt	Region’s Monthly Board Meeting at 
Spagnuolo’s	in	Okemos	is	December	12

•	 December	16	is Central	Indiana	Region’s Holiday 
Gathering and Gift Exchange at Tom Wood Porsche 

•	 ARPCA’s	Porsche	Touring	Crew	Lunch	is	December	20	at	
Pig Iron Public House

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact 
me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks, Michael

Like us on Facebook –

Southeast Michigan

Porsche Club of America

Congratulations Lori Schutz

Our new Zone 4 Representative
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THE PLACE FOR PORSCHES & PARTS
SEM/PCA	members	may	advertise	Porsche	vehicles,	or	related	parts	or	services—	

either	“For	Sale”	or	“Wanted”—for	three	months	at	no	cost.	
Advertising	will	be	accepted	from	non-members	at	the	Editor’s	discretion,	space	permitting,	at	the	rate	of	$5.00	per	issue		

for	three	lines,	payable	in	advance	to	SEM/PCA,	C/O	P4.	Please	see	page	4	for	the	address

FOR SALE: 911/4 997.2 Winter tires 
and wheels mounted/balanced with 
TPS . As NEW never mounted on car . 
Carrera	II	S	wheels	F/997.362.157.00	
R/997.362.163.0.	 Nokian	 WR	 100v	
xl	M+S	all	weather	tires	F/235/35R19	
R/295/30R19.	 NO	 scratches	 dings	
dents	 will	 deliver	 SW	 Mich	 $2,750.	
Contact	Chuck	586-665-0371.	(11/17)

FOR SALE: 1986.5 PORSCHE 
928S. The original Shark styling 
with the S4 brakes, suspension and 
5.0	L	32	valve	V-8,	and	4-speed	auto	
transaxle with limited slip differential . 
Original guards Red paint and black 
leather seats, all in excellent condition . 
Original Blaupunkt Monterey radio . 
Tires and brakes near new . New fuel 
injectors,	 plugs	 and	 wires.	 10K	 on	

timing belt . Service records . Excellent 
overall, just doesn’t get used much – 
too many other Porsches . Haggerty 
says	$32K	for	a	#2	car	(ha,	ha,	ha).	I’ll	
take	$15,000	so	I	don’t	have	to	store	it	
another	winter.	Ron	Roland	586-749-
9804	(11/17)

FOR SALE: 275/40x20” Bridgestone 
Blizzak	 tires	 on	 20”x9”	 black	 Rial	
wheels.	 Used	 on	 2004	 Porsche	
Cayenne Turbo for two months last 
year.	($2200	new	plus	shipping).		Now	
$1200	and	you	won’t	have	to	ship.	I’ll	
install them for free, if you want . Don’t 
wait until there is a foot of snow! Ron 
Roland	586-749-9804	(11/17)

FOR SALE: 1986 PORSCHE 
944 TURBO: Concours condition . 

Multiple trophy winner . Guards 
red . Black leather . Fully serviced . 
Everything works . New brakes, tires, 
timing	 belt	 ++.	 76k	 miles.	 Clean	
Carfax.	 2	 owners;	 first	 owner	 is	 a	
former SEM/PCA president . Never 
tracked.	None	finer.	$23,900.	Contact	
Michael	 Cohen	 248-227-8604.	 Email	
michael@sellyoursportscar.net	(11/17)

FOR SALE: Four 1999 Porsche 
911 Carrera Snow Tires and Wheels . 
Front:	 205/50	 R17	 89	 H	 Dunlop,	
Rear:	255/45	R17	91h	Dunlop.	(Minor	
scratches; bought tires and wheels 
11/12/09	for	$1400)	Wheels	are	these:	
https://tinyurl.com/y7sy3zd9 Asking 
$1000.	Call	Spanos	at	949-999-7717.

Welcome	New	Members:
Fred Boissinot

Zachary Conner
Derek Dyer

Paul Glomski
Manki Iwamoto

Alan Kiriluk
Scott Kraemer

Larry Long
Peter Mauthe

David Moellering
Ellen Moellering

Chris Peppo
Gunnar Ross
David Sears

Michael Silvasi
Victor Wiens

check out our

Updated sEM/Pca Website

Note our new email address:

sem.pca.org

This replaces our old address 

sempca.org

PORSCHE
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Our Service 
Department is

Open 7 a.m. until
12 Midnight

Monday thru Friday
Call for appointment
248-645-5930

Present Coupons to 
Service Advisor

34602 WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

10-YEAR OR 
100,000 MILE CLUB 

DISCOUNT

20% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE FOR 
PORSCHES OVER 10 YEARS OLD 

OR OVER 100,000 MILES *

WITH COUPON
*SOME 

EXCLUSIONS 
APPLY

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

20%
OFF

Valid only at Fred Lavery Porsche.  Must present coupon when 
order is written.  Not valid with any other offer.  Tax, shop supplies 

and environmental charges are extra.

PORSCHE WATER-
COOLED OIL CHANGE

WITH
COUPON

We feature Mobil 1
(1997 and newer)

INCLUDES: Porsche oil fi lter, engine oil, 
drain plug washer (where applicable), tire 
pressure adjustment

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE

$18999
Plus
tax

WITH COUPON
(*some exclusions apply)

10% OFF
WITH COUPON

 ’05 –’08 ’09 –’16
 $289.95 $329.95
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